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PREFACE.

This edition of the Bhagavadgita with the com-
mentary by Rijanaka Ramakantha is based on the
following Manuscripts :—

A

tcg

ﬂc

A transcript on foolscap paper. Contains 1074
leaves with 10 lines per page, each line having
18 to 20 letters. In the Devanagari script.
Correct.

A Manuscript belonging to Pandit Nila Kantha
Ganzu of Srinagar. Has 350 leaves with 22
lines per page, each line containing 30 letters.
Measures 9”x8”. In the Sarada script.
Written on old Kashmiri paper. Mostly
incorrect.

A transcript of Rajanaka Lakshmana Brahma-
chari of Srinagar. Up to the 24th Sloka of
the sixth Adhyaya. Consists of 188 leaves,
each side of the leaf on an average covering 19
lines of 21 letters per line, Measures 77 x 81",
In the Devanagari script, On modern paper,
Mostly correct.







INTRODUCTION.

In the present issue, bearing the number sixty-
four of the Kashmir Series of Texts and Studies,
appears the Bhagavadgita with the Commentary called
Sarvatobhadra of Ramakantha. It is called Sarvato-
bhadra perhaps because the author has prepared it with
a view to making it acceptable to both the classes of
devotees, who are respectively attached to the path of
Knowledge and the path of Action, by explaining
sufficiently well how both of them in combination lead
to the attainment of the final goal i. e. release from
the bondage of birth and death. It is, therefore, that
in explaining each and every verse of the Bhagavadgita
he keeps in view his standpoint i. e. equal importance
of both Knowlege and Action.

In the introductory verses he refers to the
existance of many commentaries big and small written
by scholars of clear vision and understanding and to the
difficulty of fully comprehending the text of the Bhaga-
vadgita. But his attempt, as he says, is at giving
the mere paraphrase of the text. Abhinava in his
Gitarthasahgraha confirms this report of Ramakantha.

The standpoint, that Abhinava has adopted in
his explanation of the Bhagavadgita, does not much
differ from that of Ramakantha inasmuch as the
former says that actions, if done primarily from the
outlook of the adept in knowledge, lose the force of
binding. But this much is clear that he does not attribute
equal importance to action.

Readers of the Sarvatobhadra will find that it is
S’aivaistic in colouring throughout. In support of this
I am to invite their attention to the verse No. VII. 14
of the Bhagavadgita. Gist of the explanation of this

verse as given in the Sarvatobhadra appears in the
2
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Commentary on the Spanda couplet (Karika) No. 46,
where Ramakantha quotes and explains the verse in
question.

From the above, it is evident that the Rama-
kantha of the Sarvatobhadra is identical with the
Ramakantha of the gloss on the Spanda Karikas,

In the colophons he is variously named as Rama,
Rama Kavi, Rajanaka Rama and Ramakantha. He is
called Ramakantha because he belonged to the Gotra
of Kantha Dhaumyayana.

We know, not only from the colophon of the
Spanda-vivriti but also from the second stanza occur-
ring at the end of the same, that Ramakantha was
a disciple of Rajanaka Utpaladeva founder of the
Pratyabhijfia school.

Ramakantha seems to have enjoyed a great
reputation as a poet of very high order, because he
refers to himself as Kavindra and as equal to Mukta-
kana at the end of the Sarvatobhadra. While doing so
he says that he was born in the family of Narayana who
was the ocean of learning and who was originally
the inhabitant of Kanoj. His elder brother was
Muktakana who adorned the court of Avantivarman of
Kashmir (655-883 A.9.). Kshemendra quotes in
the Kavikanthibharana a stanza from a work of
Chakrapala, Muktakana’s brother. Consequently it is
reasonable to guess that Ramakantha might have had
two brothers one elder and the other younger.

Narayanakantha mentioned above must have
been brought over from Kanoj by Lalitaditya in his
zeal of collecting wise men from different parts of India
and settling them in his kingdom of Kashmir. Kalhana
refers to this zeal of the king in his Rajatarangini
Vide IV. 245. Abhinavain furnishing the short sketch of
his own life and pedigree in the concluding verses of the
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Tantraloka, supports the statement of Kalhana, while
discribing how his ancestor named Atrigupta was invited
from the central India and how he was provided with
a suitable permanent lodging on the bank of the Jehlem
by Lalitaditya (See Tantraloka XXXVIL 39 and 52
verses ).

The Research Department of the Kashmir has
been able so far to get and bring out two works only of
Ramakantha and these have been described above.
Besides these Ramakantha seems to have written his
commentary on the Stavachintamani of Narayanakantha
of which mention is made by Kshemaraja in his
commentary on the Stavachintamani.

This Ramakantha is not the author of the gloss
on the Matanga Tantra as the same is composed by his
namesake son of Nariyanakantha. It is clear from
the following verse appearing at the end of the latter’s
Commentary on the Vidyipada of Matanga Tantra :—

fmfEa® arausREggaT THar |
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